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Items to Discuss

• Round 3 Applications Summary
• Round 3 Application Awards
• Round 2 and 3 Comparisons
• Round 4 Application Process
• IIJA Funding Additions
• IIJA Build America Buy America
• Additional Funding Opportunities
• Tricks for Smooth Construction
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RUS ReConnect
Round 3 Summary and Awards
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134

108

23

40

Applications Submitted By Funding Type

100% Grant

100% Grant - Tribal Gov & SVC

100% Loan

50% Loan/50% Grant

Total Submitted: 305

Source: RUS Slides presented to ACE 
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Total Grant Amount Requested $1,272,383,467$1,678,018,086 $207,025,293 $608,937,402 $103,347,774 $34,991,340 $75,968,136

Total Loan Amount Requested $235,238,421 $313,084,165 $0 $265,356,763 $10,753,149 $0 $0

Total Matching Funds $267,239,911 $240,991,030 $0 $82,488,830 $14,063,707 $0 $8,876,813

Total Other Funds $1,576,758 $17,208,351 $0 $9,944,558 $752,137 $0 $0

Funding Requested by Applicant Type
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Total Grant Amount Requested $1,687,159,259 $1,870,072,428 $0 $423,439,811

Total Loan Amount Requested $0 $0 $443,485,749 $380,946,749

Total Matching Funds $571,167,229 $0 $0 $42,493,062

Total Other Funds $26,342,363 $1,265,118 $297,560 $1,576,763

Funds Requested by Funding Type
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Round 3 Award Summary

• $1.15B Available plus an additional ~ $500M in IIJA funding due to high demand
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Source: RUS Slides from WTA Fall Educational Forum 2022

25,000 Fiber Route Miles



ReConnect Round 3

Total Points Required to Obtain a Grant

Type Total Points

Loan None

Combo  50% Grant / 50% Loan 50

Grant with Matching Funds 80

100% Grant – Tribal Gov. & Socially 
Vulnerable Communities

120
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Difference Between Round 2 and 3

Round 2 Round 3

More Environmental Reviews 
Required

Larger amount of Categorical 
Exclusions

Sufficient Funding Point 
Scoring – not used

Insufficient Funds available

Required Use of Scoring Criteria

Approximately 100* grants out of 
305 Applications Submitted

*Official Number has not been announced
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RUS ReConnect Round 4

Application Portal opened September 1st, 2022

Application Portal closes at noon – Eastern time on November 2nd, 2022

Funding Amount $1.15 Billion + Extra Funds could be allocated
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ReConnect Round 4

11           

Source: RUS Slides from WTA Fall Educational Forum 2022



ReConnect Round 4
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Source: RUS Slides from WTA Fall Educational Forum 2022



Changes from RUS ReConnect Round 3 to ReConnect Round 4
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Source: RUS Slides from WTA Fall Educational Forum 2022



Changes from RUS ReConnect Round 3 to ReConnect Round 4
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Source: RUS Slides from WTA Fall Educational Forum 2022



Mapping Changes for RUS ReConnect Round 4

Will not allow Connector Lines to map single PFSA

Will not allow amassing of large areas with no service shown to gain 
rurality points

Note Contact GFS to review any map questions



FY 2022 Scoring Criteria

16           

Source: RUS Slides from WTA Fall Educational Forum 2022



Available Resources for Application Help
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Source: RUS Slides from WTA Fall Educational Forum 2022



IIJA Funding

ReConnect Round 1 and 2

• Grant Funds available for Cost Over Runs

• Expected timeline by End of Year
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Project Cost Overruns – Now what?

Source: RUS Slides from WTA Fall Educational Forum 2022



IIJA Build America Buy America Act
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Source: RUS Slides from WTA Fall Educational Forum 2022



What is a Non-Federal Entity?
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Source: RUS Slides from WTA Fall Educational Forum 2022



Additional Funding Opportunities

ReConnect 5
To Be Announced FY 2023

$400M – $500M

Community Connect Program
By End of year $80M

Broadband Loan Program 
$100M with a Grant Component FY 2023

Distance Learning TeleMedicine
$90M FY 2023
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Tricks for a Smooth Construction of a PFSA
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1. Complete a Construction Work Plan and Stick with it

a. Changes cause delays

b. Must request any changes from RUS 

2. Ask to pre-purchase long lead time items

3. Spend effort to get environmental approval

4. Assign a Project Manager

a. Can cut down or eliminate delays

b. Use consultants with RUS Experience

c. Attend RUS Contract Workshops when available

d. Solicit GFR Assistance

i.  Keep up to date on project

ii. Ask questions early

5. Can’t spend money on items outside PFSA unless approved in Grant

6. Need to adjust budget (purpose) if planning on changes



Questions?

Lynn R. Merrill, PE

Monte R. Lee & Company

525 Central Park Drive, Suite 300

www.mrleng.com

405-842-2405
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